SPEECH AT TINNEVELLY                                   191

will see that all the weavers give up weaving foreign or even
Indian mill-made yarn; you will also see to it that every home in
this district has a spinning-wheel working for a definite number
of hours every day. I believe in the capacity of the spinning-
wheel to do all these things because it is a symbol of non-violence
and Hindu-Muslim unity; because I know that unless we are
non-violent and believe in the efficacy of non-violence to cure
all our ills we shall not be able to make the spinning-wheel a suc-
cess. Just as I have mentioned to you the most potential thing we
have to do, I am aware that there are some problems that stare
the Hindus in the face and which require solution if we are to
attain swaraj this year* You have your Brahmin and non-Brahmin
question, the Nadar question and the question of the Pmchamas.
In my opinion all these questions resolve themselves into one, viz,
untouchability. Claiming to be a san&tam Hindu as I do, I dare
tell the whole of this audience that there is no provision for un-
touchability in the whole of our Shastras. I consider it, as a
Hindu, to be sinful to consider that the touch of a human being
can pollute me. I feel humiliated when anybody informs me that
in your temples which you call the houses of God you deny ad-
mission to Nad&rs* The solution of the Brahmin and non-Brahmin
problem seems to me to be incredibly simple. If my reading of
the Shastras is correct, then in my opinion a Brahmin claims no
privileges and sums up his life in four letters viz, "duty". It is his
proud provilege to give all the posts of honour and emoluments
to those who choose to take them. He remains supremely con-
fident in the fact that his serving humanity with his knowledge
entitles him to an honourable place in life. I have no doubt that
if we are to win swaraj either this year or in hundred years to
come we cannot get it unless the Hindus are united and are able
to purge themselves of all dirt, error, superstition and sin. I would
consider myself to be an unworthy partner of my Muslim com-
panion if I could not compete with him in all that is best in
Islam. So you will see that the whole problem resolves into two
things, for both the Hindus and the Mussulmans, to follow the
programme of swadeshi and bring about a complete boycott of
foreign cloth, and for the Hindus alone to get rid of this curse
of untouchability and all that it implies. The All Brothers and
their associates do not desire to be released from the jails of this
Government except through the first Act of a swaraj parliament.
May God help you and me to fulfil the condition of swaraj during
this year, to redress the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs and to
release All Brothers who are now in jail. I hope and I know